
Stories for Older Primary Students 
Fractured Fairy-Tales 

What is a fractured Fairy Tale? It is a fairy or folk tale that has been modified in 

such a way as to make us laugh at an unexpected characterization, plot 

development or contrary point of view. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also available The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka. 

Jim and the Beanstalk 
Themes: Helping the aged and 
measuring. 
Story Description: Jim woke up 
early one morning to find a plant 
that was very like a beanstalk 
growing outside his window. 
Climbing to the top of the 
beanstalk, he found a castle and a 
giant, but with very modern 
problems that only Jim could help 
solve. 
 

 
Snow White in New York 
Themes: Art Deco and Jazz. 
Story Description: Pulsating with the 
rhythm and vibrancy of the Jazz Age, set 
in New York City in the 1920s. The story 
may be familiar, but the cast of 
characters will surprise you. Snow White 
is a beautiful jazz baby, protected by 
seven hot jazzmen. Instead of a wicked 
stepmother, her arch-enemy is the 
Queen of the Underworld. And her 
Prince Charming is a crack reporter from 
the “The New York Mirror”.   

The Three Little Wolves and the 
Big Bad Pig 
Themes: Houses and building 
materials.  
Story Description: A hilarious 
retelling of the traditional story. It's 
time for the three little wolves to go 
out on their own, so off they go to 
build themselves a sturdy brick 
house. They hadn't reckoned on a 
big bad pig with a sledgehammer! 



Traditional Stories from Around the World 
 
aada 

The Magic Paintbrush. 
Themes: Selfishness and sharing 
Story Description: As Shen draws 
pictures in the sand, a mysterious man 
gives her a magic paintbrush. She paints, 
fish, pots and ladders and watches them 
come to life for the poor people in her 
village. But when the emperor hears of 
this, how can Shen outwit his greedy 
plans? 
 

 

 

 

Why Mosquitoes Buzz in 
People’s Ears. 
Theme: Listening to others. 
Story Description: This folk tale 
from West Africa is told in the 
"House that Jack Built" style. 
Mosquito says something silly to 
iguana. Iguana puts sticks in his 
ears to avoid hearing such 
nonsense. Because he can't hear, a 
chain of events occurs which King 
Lion must untangle. 
 
 

The Smallest Samurai. 
Theme: Tiny thumb-sized heroes. 
Story Description: Little Inchkin is 
only as big as a lotus flower but he has 
the courage of a Samurai warrior. How 
he proves his valour, wins the hand of a 
princess, and is granted his dearest 
wish by the Lord Buddha is charmingly 
retold in this Tom Thumb legend of old 
Japan. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anancy and Mr Dry-Bone. 
Themes: Fools and Tricksters 
Story Description: Rich Mr Dry-

Bone lives in a big house on top of a 

hill. Poor Anancy lives in a small 

house at the foot of the hill. They 

both want to marry Miss Louise, but 

she will only marry the man who 

can make her laugh. This book is 

based on characters from Jamaican 

and African folk tales. 


